
Welsh Libraries – Author of the Month

Manon 
Steffan Ros

Each month we will focus on an inspiring author based in or writing about 
Wales! You’ll have an introduction to their latest book, what inspires 
them to write, and any advice they have for young writers!

... more Q&As  
    on the website

Tell us a little about the story you’ve created …Tell us a little about the story you’ve created …
It’s about a mother and son and what happens to them when 
there’s some kind of nuclear disaster-they don’t quite know 
what and so neither do we- and everyone else disappears. 
They have to learn to survive without the basics of human 
comfort, and how to survive with no other people. It’s a book 
about the mother/son dynamic, but there’s a fair bit of joy 
in it too. I’ve heard it described by readers as a dystopia and 
an utopia, so I guess it reflects a lot on the reader too!

Where do you draw inspiration from?Where do you draw inspiration from?
People, always. I always start off with characters when 
I write, and so I find myself experiencing other humans 
with a huge degree of fascination. I’m quite awkward and 
shy socially, and am constantly amazed at how brilliant 
others are at interacting with one another! Places are 
also a constant source of information. I like walking, and 
sometimes a certain place just catches on my mind, and 
I have to write about it. It’s not necessarily a place I know 
well, but I am interested in what creates atmosphere, the 
psychogeography of places.

In what way have libraries influenced you during your In what way have libraries influenced you during your 
lifetime?lifetime?
The impact of libraries is immeasurable. They democratise 
learning in a way nothing else does. I have no further 
education - I went straight to work after school - and I 
remember something clicking in my mind when I was in my 
late twenties, that I could learn anything for free via my 
library. There have also been times when I have gone to my 
local library to write, because it was warm and welcoming 
and had an internet connection. I realised then that libraries 
are sanctuaries. They certainly have been to me.

Summary:
Dylan was six when The End came, 
back in 2018; when the electricity went off for good, and 
the ‘normal’ 21st-century world he knew disappeared. Now 
he’s 14 and he and his mam have survived in their isolated 
hilltop house above the village of Nebo in north-west Wales, 
learning new skills, and returning to old ways of living. 
Despite their close understanding, the relationship between 
mother and son changes subtly as Dylan must take on 
adult responsibilities. And they each have their own secrets, 
which emerge as, in turn, they jot down their thoughts and 
memories in a found notebook – The Blue Book of Nebo.

Manon Steffan Ros was born in Snowdonia 
and worked as an actress and musician 

before becoming a full-time writer. Manon 
has written over 23 books for adults and 

children in the Welsh language and has won 
the Wales Book of the Year for her adult 
fiction as well as being four-times winner 
of the Tir na n’Og Wales Children’s Book 
Awards. She has also won Eisteddfod and 
National Theatre Wales awards for her 

script writing. She lives in Tywyn in north 
Wales with her sons.

Thimble 
Wonga Bonkers 

Jon Blake
Illustrated by Martin Chatterton

• Readers will love the antics of this madcap monkey and his victim, the 
hapless Dad, set in a fictional Cardiff.

• Third hilarious slapstick comedy in the 2017 Lollies (Laugh-out-loud 
Award) shortlisted Thimble Monkey Superstar series. 

• Positive depiction of a disabled protagonist, based on the author’s own 
son.

• Superb black and white illustration from Martin Chatterton throughout.

Summary: 

Mum goes away on a spa week, leaving Dad to look after their son Jams, 
and pet monkey Thimble. But after Mum gives Thimble the shopping 
money, everything goes bananas! Can Jams save the day when Dad decides 
to sell his soul to repay their debts? 

Why we love this book:

Disabled protagonist Jams is the one who must rescue Dad, when he fails to see 
the funny side of Thimble’s laugh-out-loud, but very expensive, adventures, and 
who manages the apparently impossible by bringing his family together in a heart-
warming display of unity.

Jon Blake lives in Cardiff with his partner 
and 2 young children. He qualified as 
a teacher in 1979. His first story was 
published in 1984; since then he has 
written books, TV and radio scripts, and 
taught creative writing. Previous books 
include the bestselling You’re a Hero 
Daley B and The Last Free Cat.
Martin Chatterton’s own books include 
Monster and Chips (OUP) and some of 
the Middle School books with James 
Patterson, and he has illustrated many, 
many books, including stories by Julia 
Donaldson and Tony Bradman.
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