
Welsh Libraries – Author of the Month

Nicola Davies

Each month we will focus on an inspiring author based in or writing about  
Wales! You’ll have an introduction to their latest book, what inspires  
them to write, and any advice they have for young writers!

... more Q&As  
    on the website

Tell us a little aboutTell us a little about The Song that Sings Us The Song that Sings Us ...  ... 
… I invented another world. A world where some humans have 
always had the gift of eavesdropping on animal thoughts. 
They don’t always understand what they hear, they don’t 
always behave well when they do. Yet from that gift of 
listening, a society is born where respect for nature is woven 
in to the warp and weft of human culture … Standing in that 
other world allowed me to shine a light back on our real world 
and the engage my readers’ minds and hearts in a new way. 

What books inspired you as a young reader?What books inspired you as a young reader? 
I read Lord of the Rings cover to cover over and over again. 
But I also ADORED Gerald Durrell’s books about his animal 
collecting travels in West Africa and South America. Wonderful, 
atmospheric descriptions of places, people and animals, and 
marvellously funny. I was already a devoted fan by the time My 
Family And Other Animals came into my hands. I loved the Anne 
of Green Gables books… for the place, that clean Canadian air 
that I came to adore for real when I went there as a student. 

Do you have suggestions of how to encourage children and Do you have suggestions of how to encourage children and 
young people to read more for pleasure? young people to read more for pleasure? 
Go to a library and experiment. Try things. It’s free. It doesn’t 
matter if you don’t like it. Try things out until you find 
something you do like. Read however you like. Start in the 
middle if you want, don’t read to the end. Do what you like. 
That’s the point. But stick with it because I PROMISE you, you 
WILL find something you really enjoy and that will lead you 
to something else you enjoy. Explore, play. You are furnishing 
your mind when you read, with things that you can take 
wherever you go, things that will shape your heart, change 
your life, open the world like a flower.

Summary:
When animals talk, it’s time 
humans listened: Harlon has been raised to 
protect her younger siblings, twins Ash and Xeno, and their 
outlawed power of communicating with animals. But when 
the sinister Automators attack their mountain home they 
must flee for their lives. Xeno is kidnapped and Harlon and 
Ash are separated. In a thrilling and dangerous adventure 
they must all journey alone through the ice fields, forests 
and oceans of Rumyc to try to rescue each other and fulfil 
a mysterious promise about a lost island made to their 
mother. A stunning environmental epic with cover and 
chapter illustrations by award-winning illustrator, Jackie 
Morris. Published by Firefly Press 14th October, 2021.

Nicola Davies is an award-winning 
author, whose many books for children 
include The Promise, Tiny, A First Book 
of Nature and King of the Sky. Nicola 
graduated in Zoology from King’s College, 
University of Cambridge, and studied 
geese, bats and whales before becoming a 
presenter for The Really Wild Show and the 
BBC Natural History Unit.

She has been writing for children for more 
than 20 years. Underlying all Nicola’s 
writing is the belief that a relationship with 
nature is essential to every human being, 
and that now, more than ever, we need to 

renew that relationship. Nicola lives 
in West Wales.

Thimble 
Wonga Bonkers 

Jon Blake
Illustrated by Martin Chatterton

• Readers will love the antics of this madcap monkey and his victim, the 
hapless Dad, set in a fictional Cardiff.

• Third hilarious slapstick comedy in the 2017 Lollies (Laugh-out-loud 
Award) shortlisted Thimble Monkey Superstar series. 

• Positive depiction of a disabled protagonist, based on the author’s own 
son.

• Superb black and white illustration from Martin Chatterton throughout.

Summary: 

Mum goes away on a spa week, leaving Dad to look after their son Jams, 
and pet monkey Thimble. But after Mum gives Thimble the shopping 
money, everything goes bananas! Can Jams save the day when Dad decides 
to sell his soul to repay their debts? 

Why we love this book:

Disabled protagonist Jams is the one who must rescue Dad, when he fails to see 
the funny side of Thimble’s laugh-out-loud, but very expensive, adventures, and 
who manages the apparently impossible by bringing his family together in a heart-
warming display of unity.

Jon Blake lives in Cardiff with his partner 
and 2 young children. He qualified as 
a teacher in 1979. His first story was 
published in 1984; since then he has 
written books, TV and radio scripts, and 
taught creative writing. Previous books 
include the bestselling You’re a Hero 
Daley B and The Last Free Cat.
Martin Chatterton’s own books include 
Monster and Chips (OUP) and some of 
the Middle School books with James 
Patterson, and he has illustrated many, 
many books, including stories by Julia 
Donaldson and Tony Bradman.
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