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Get to know
Sharon Marie Jones

Each month we will focus on an inspiring author based in or writing about  
Wales! You’ll have an introduction to their latest book, what inspires  
them to write, and any advice they have for young writers!

... more Q&As  
    on the website

What inspired you to write What inspired you to write Grace Ella: Pixie PandemoniumGrace Ella: Pixie Pandemonium??
This book is the third in the Grace-Ella’ series, and so it’s 
a continuation of Grace-Ella’s magical adventures. When 
Buddy Whiffleflip, the forest pixie, appeared in the second 
book Grace-Ella: Witch Camp, I knew instantly that he was 
a character that I could have lots of fun with, and so he 
was the inspiration behind the third book. The story grew 
around him.

Tell us a little about the story you’ve created ...Tell us a little about the story you’ve created ...
Grace-Ella has just returned from her week at Witch Camp 
and unbeknown to her, Buddy Whiffleflip has stowed 
away in her rucksack. When Grace-Ella discovers him, she 
decides to let him stay - having a pixie staying would be 
so much fun after all! But as the title of the book suggests, 
Buddy not only brings a lot of fun with him, but more than 
a peppering of pandemonium too. In the midst of the 
pixie pandemonium, Grace-Ella is once again up against 
her arch-enemy, Amelia. This time, Grace-Ella must find 
a way to prove that Amelia is a cheat and a liar, without 
of course, breaking any of the Nine Golden Rules, which 
as a witch, she must adhere to. The story is a bubbling 
cauldron of magic, mischief and mayhem.

If you could be a character from a book for the day,  If you could be a character from a book for the day,  
who would it be & why?who would it be & why?
I would love to be Roald Dahl’s Matilda, who I’ve seen 
described as ‘bookish and brilliant’! I would get to  
spend the day reading and doing magic - what  
more could you want?!

Summary:
Grace Ella: Pixie  
Pandemonium is the new  
sequel to Grace-Ella: Spells for Beginners  
and Grace-Ella: Witch Camp.

When Buddy the pixie smuggles himself into her 
backpack after Witch Camp, Grace-Ella lets him stay, 
even though Mr Whiskins tells her pixies are trouble. 
She takes him to school – but he soon escapes and 
causes all kinds of mischief. It’s all fun, until searching 
for Buddy, Grace-Ella sees someone stealing the 
school’s charity fund. Will anyone believe her? With her 
best friends, a naughty pixie and of course Mr Whiskins 
by her side, can Grace-Ella save the School Fair?

Illustrated by Adriana J. Puglisi & published by Firefly 
Press, June 2021.

Sharon Marie Jones was born and raised 
in mountainous North Wales, immersed 

in magical folktales of giants and fairies. 
She now lives near Aberystwyth with her 
husband and sons. She studied English 

and Education at the University of Wales, 
Aberystwyth, graduating with first class 
honours. She worked as a primary school 

teacher for 12 years, before becoming a full 
time writer. She is the author of the Grace 

Ella series published by Firefly Press.

Thimble 
Wonga Bonkers 

Jon Blake
Illustrated by Martin Chatterton

• Readers will love the antics of this madcap monkey and his victim, the 
hapless Dad, set in a fictional Cardiff.

• Third hilarious slapstick comedy in the 2017 Lollies (Laugh-out-loud 
Award) shortlisted Thimble Monkey Superstar series. 

• Positive depiction of a disabled protagonist, based on the author’s own 
son.

• Superb black and white illustration from Martin Chatterton throughout.

Summary: 

Mum goes away on a spa week, leaving Dad to look after their son Jams, 
and pet monkey Thimble. But after Mum gives Thimble the shopping 
money, everything goes bananas! Can Jams save the day when Dad decides 
to sell his soul to repay their debts? 

Why we love this book:

Disabled protagonist Jams is the one who must rescue Dad, when he fails to see 
the funny side of Thimble’s laugh-out-loud, but very expensive, adventures, and 
who manages the apparently impossible by bringing his family together in a heart-
warming display of unity.

Jon Blake lives in Cardiff with his partner 
and 2 young children. He qualified as 
a teacher in 1979. His first story was 
published in 1984; since then he has 
written books, TV and radio scripts, and 
taught creative writing. Previous books 
include the bestselling You’re a Hero 
Daley B and The Last Free Cat.
Martin Chatterton’s own books include 
Monster and Chips (OUP) and some of 
the Middle School books with James 
Patterson, and he has illustrated many, 
many books, including stories by Julia 
Donaldson and Tony Bradman.

Firefly Press   Distribution (Wales):  Trade UK representation:  Distribution (UK):
25 Gabalfa Road, Llandaff North The Welsh Books Council   Bounce    Grantham Book Services
Cardiff, CF14 2JJ   Helena O’Sullivan   0207 138 3650   44(0)1256302699
www.fireflypress.co.uk   + 44 (0)1970 624455   sales@bouncemarketing.co.uk email.orders@gbs.tbs-ltd.co.uk 
@fireflypress / www.facebook.com/ helena.osullivan@wbc.org.uk     
fireflypress@yahoo.co.uk 

Also in this series
Thimble Monkey Superstar
9781910080344
Thimble Holiday Havoc 9781910080665

 Pub date: 20 February 2020
ISBN: 978-1-913102-10-4
RRP: £5.99
Format: paperback
Size: 129 x 198mm
Extent: 144pp 
Age group: 7-9
World rights


