
  
  

 
    

 

 

  
  

 

 

  
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

What inspired you to write this book?

Tell us a little about the story you’ve created.

What led you to start writing?

What books inspired you as a young reader?

Each month we will focus on an inspiring author based in or writing about 
Wales! You’ll have an introduction to their latest book, what inspires 
them to write, and any advice they have for young writers! 

Get to know 
Catherine 
Fisher 

Catherine Fisher is a poet 
and children’s author who 

lives in Newport, South Wales. 
A leading fantasy writer, her 
bestselling books include the 

Snow-Walker trilogy, the Oracle 
trilogy, the Incarceron series and 
the Chronoptika seres. She was 
the first Wales Young People’s

Welsh Libraries – Author of the Month 

Summary: 
‘Full of deep fairytale 
resonance, Fisher’s writing 
stands out in the mind’s eye like blood drops 
on snow’ - Imogen Russell Williams, Guardian. 

With an invisible girl, a parliament of owls and a pen 
that writes by itself, the journey to the garden of 
the Midnight Swan might be Seren’s most dangerous 
adventure yet. Can she, Tomos and the Crow complete 
their quest and get back where they belong? 
Perfect for fans of fairytale and folklore, & suitable 
for children aged 8+.

Third book in the award-winning The Clockwork 
Crow trilogy. 

Read more reviews on: 
https://fireflypress.co.uk/books/the-clockwork-crow/

What inspired you to write this book? 
I wanted to write the third book about Seren and her 
search for a home. Also the Crow made of springs and 
cogs and bits of metal, longs to find the way back to his 
human form. 

Tell us a little about the story you’ve created. 
Seren and the Crow journey to the garden of the 
Midnight Swan and encounter magic and danger on the 
way. They are seeking to break the spell that holds the 
Crow in bird shape, but how can they do it and what will 
it cost them? 

What led you to start writing? 
I read a lot and wanted to do what the other writers 
were doing. It was both ambition and a desire to use 
language creatively.

What books inspired you as a young reader? 
The Alice books, Tolkien’s Lord of the Rings, Stevenson’s

... more Q&As 
on the website 

Treasure Island, Alan Garner’s The Owl Service.

If you could choose a book character to be for a day,If you could choose a book character to be for a day, 
who would it be and why?who would it be and why? 
Alice, in order to explore Wonderland. 

What message do you have to inspire young writers?What message do you have to inspire young writers? 
Read. EVERYTHING.

Laureate. 

Thimble 
Wonga Bonkers 

Jon Blake
Illustrated by Martin Chatterton

• Readers will love the antics of this madcap monkey and his victim, the 
hapless Dad, set in a fictional Cardiff.

• Third hilarious slapstick comedy in the 2017 Lollies (Laugh-out-loud 
Award) shortlisted Thimble Monkey Superstar series. 

• Positive depiction of a disabled protagonist, based on the author’s own 
son.

• Superb black and white illustration from Martin Chatterton throughout.

Summary: 

Mum goes away on a spa week, leaving Dad to look after their son Jams, 
and pet monkey Thimble. But after Mum gives Thimble the shopping 
money, everything goes bananas! Can Jams save the day when Dad decides 
to sell his soul to repay their debts? 

Why we love this book:

Disabled protagonist Jams is the one who must rescue Dad, when he fails to see 
the funny side of Thimble’s laugh-out-loud, but very expensive, adventures, and 
who manages the apparently impossible by bringing his family together in a heart-
warming display of unity.

Jon Blake lives in Cardiff with his partner 
and 2 young children. He qualified as 
a teacher in 1979. His first story was 
published in 1984; since then he has 
written books, TV and radio scripts, and 
taught creative writing. Previous books 
include the bestselling You’re a Hero 
Daley B and The Last Free Cat.
Martin Chatterton’s own books include 
Monster and Chips (OUP) and some of 
the Middle School books with James 
Patterson, and he has illustrated many, 
many books, including stories by Julia 
Donaldson and Tony Bradman.
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