
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

  
  

 

 

 
    

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Each month we will focus on an inspiring author based in or writing 
about Wales! You’ll have an introduction to their latest book, what 
inspires them to write, and any advice they have for young writers! 

Get to know 

Welsh Libraries – Author of the Month 

Chloë Heuch 

Chloë Heuch was born 
in Taunton and lives near 

Pwllheli on the North Wales coast 
with her partner, two children, her 

psychopath cat and the dog. She has 
a Creative Writing MA from Lancaster 

University. Presently she divides 
her time between her children, her 

writing and teaching teenagers. Too 
Dark To See is aimed at Young Adult 
readers (14+), and is her first novel. 

Summary: 
After the death of her 
mother, 16-year-old Kay 
is on a mission to self-
destruct, risking her 
friendships, her school work 
and herself in her drive not 
to feel anything. Needing 
to save money, her father 
moves them out of town to 
Blackmoss Mountain, where 

Kay feels more isolated 
than ever. But she finds 
new freedom in this barren 
landscape, befriending the 
semi-wild ponies that live 
there, and meeting Siôn, 
the son of the farmer who 
owns the ponies, who is also 
roaming the mountains to 
escape home. 

What inspired you to write this book? 
I lost my mum to cancer as a teenager. Losing my mum felt like 
the worst thing that could happen to me. Through the fictional 
character, Kay, I wanted to explore what happens next after 
the worst thing; how we can be strengthened and grow through 
tragedy and loss. A lot of teenagers and young people I meet 
have similar fears, of death, losing loved ones, and they are still 
things as a society we don’t talk about enough.  I have a passion 
for the natural world too.  A beautiful wild landscape, and the 
wildlife that inhabits it, are integral to the book. 

Tell us a little about the story you’ve created. 
Kay’s mum dies at the start of the story. She ricochets from 
bad experience to bad experience, trying to escape feelings, 
that threaten to overwhelm her. When she meets Siôn, and the 
semi-wild ponies on Blackmoss mountain, she finds a sense of 
freedom and peace. They begin an intense relationship, until the 
ugliness of his reality threatens their happiness. 

What do you hope readers will take away from this story? 
Despite starting with grief, I wanted the book to be about love 
and about hope. I would be happy if readers enjoy the love 

Thimble 
Wonga Bonkers 

Jon Blake
Illustrated by Martin Chatterton

• Readers will love the antics of this madcap monkey and his victim, the 
hapless Dad, set in a fictional Cardiff.

• Third hilarious slapstick comedy in the 2017 Lollies (Laugh-out-loud 
Award) shortlisted Thimble Monkey Superstar series. 

• Positive depiction of a disabled protagonist, based on the author’s own 
son.

• Superb black and white illustration from Martin Chatterton throughout.

Summary: 

Mum goes away on a spa week, leaving Dad to look after their son Jams, 
and pet monkey Thimble. But after Mum gives Thimble the shopping 
money, everything goes bananas! Can Jams save the day when Dad decides 
to sell his soul to repay their debts? 

Why we love this book:

Disabled protagonist Jams is the one who must rescue Dad, when he fails to see 
the funny side of Thimble’s laugh-out-loud, but very expensive, adventures, and 
who manages the apparently impossible by bringing his family together in a heart-
warming display of unity.

Jon Blake lives in Cardiff with his partner 
and 2 young children. He qualified as 
a teacher in 1979. His first story was 
published in 1984; since then he has 
written books, TV and radio scripts, and 
taught creative writing. Previous books 
include the bestselling You’re a Hero 
Daley B and The Last Free Cat.
Martin Chatterton’s own books include 
Monster and Chips (OUP) and some of 
the Middle School books with James 
Patterson, and he has illustrated many, 
many books, including stories by Julia 
Donaldson and Tony Bradman.
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story and the drama of the book. It would be very special if it 
helped some young people relate to the messy stuff of Kay’s 
life. In a world of social media that demands perfection, Kay is 
not perfect. But she is brave. It is still hard to talk about death 
and dying. Our culture still finds that difficult despite it being a 
universal experience. Some young people don’t have a safe adult 
they can talk to about sex and relationships, maybe reading 
about Kay’s experiences could help in some way. 

... more Q&As 
on the website 


