Libraries Fortnight — Key Event
Treorchy Library Monday 7" November 2011
The Idea:

The idea for this key event was to raise awareness of the library service with
non-users by working in partnership with Rhondda Cynon Taf Museum services
to provide a fun activities day. This day tied in with the cultural Olympiad theme
and gave all visitors the opportunity to play with old toys and games.

Promotion:

To engage non users 1000 flyers advertising the event were handed out to the
local community as well as local press releases, advertising posters and
information on the libraries website.

How we did it:

Library staff lent their own toys and games from the attic, garage or toy box, this
enabled us to show toys and games from the early 20" century right up to today.
In line with this the museum service purchased a collection of historically
accurate reproduction games from the Victorian and Edwardian eras and the
library service trawled local charity shops to purchase old board games. These
were shown to visitors who then used the games throughout the day.

Our teenage library became a centre for technology! Visiting teens used the
library Wii games console to take part in a sports tournament and also had the
opportunity to try out computer games from the 1970s and early 80s which
surprised us all by being hugely popular.

What now?

The games purchased for the day by the museum service are now being used as
a project collection by both the library service and museum in line with the
national curriculum. The games purchased by the library service have since been
used for events in other libraries.

Statistics:

Monday 1% Nov Monday 7" Nov | Monday 14" Nov

Visitors 415 661 356

On the day of the event the library saw a marked increase in the number of
people visiting. The point of the day was to engage with non users and to have
fun and we think the day achieved this!




