

The Little Readers Reader Development Project
The idea first came to me about developing the “Little Readers Group” when I was informed at our nursery, Toybox, in Deeside College, where my Son Harry who is four years old attends, that the local Flintshire Library bus was going to cease service due to funding issues.
I was concerned that the children would not have the opportunity to experience what it was to visit a library service and the whole process of making a personal book choice and to enjoy reading what they had chosen.

I approached my line manager Patrick Cox regarding the situation of the lack of library service the children at the Toybox nursery were facing and asked him if it would be possible to develop something to enable the children to continue visiting a Library.
Patrick was extremely supportive and offered to fund any equipment we may need to organise the group.
I approached the Toybox nursery and offered them a new reader development option for the children who attended the nursery.
We received a very positive response from the nursery and they agreed I could go ahead.
The first priority was to obtain a supply of children’s books, being a College and not a public Library we have a limited number of children’s books.
So I made several appeals on the College Bulletin Board to all staff for children’s books to help support a little readers group . 

The response was amazing and in no time we were over flowing with well over one hundred and fifty book donations, people were very generous and wanted to help to provide the children with a library facility.

I liaised with the staff at the Toybox nursery and we agreed a time and a day that would be suitable to everyone for the group to go ahead.

[bookmark: _GoBack]After obtaining a list of the children’s names I printed off individual library cards for them, so that they could stamp the cards when they took their books out from the Library.
My line manager financed some beanbags and another member of staff provided a Polar bear rug.
We requested partitions from our facilities department and I decorated them with colourful pictures and the children’s library cards.
When the children come over to the library they can get their library cards and chose a book and get a sticker, they love it.
I also recently held a special story time for the Little Readers to celebrate National Libraries day.
I booked a training room, and read “Jack and the Beanstalk”, I gave the children props, pictures of magic beans, cows and the beanstalk, and told the children when they heard me say the word they had on their card they had to hold it in the air.
I talked to the children about being able to look at books anytime, that they didn’t always need a grown up to read to them, that they could look at a book and the pictures, and it didn’t matter if they couldn’t read the words, they could use their imagination, they loved it.
Every time I pick my little boy up from nursery now, the children run up to me telling me “I read my book, I read my book!” My work is done!:-)

