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Our Aim

When we started the WBD Quiz our aim was twofold 

· to create closer working relationships with local schools, teachers and schoolchildren

· to encourage children to read and to generate a buzz around reading and books

We wanted to get new children (and teachers) into our library and introduce them to the wonderful atmosphere, fantastic books and varied services we provide. We therefore decided that we had to put an exciting, new and innovative event on in the library – we wanted to bring people in rather than go out to visit them.

Our space limited how many children from each school could take part in the quiz, but we wanted to get as many children involved as possible (especially those who hadn’t been to the library before or didn’t enjoy reading), so we decided to invite supporters (who could get involved through creating banners etc) and to encourage class visits and tutorials specifically aimed at the Quiz (rather than the visits and tutorials we run year-round).

Background

Two of our branches run an inter-school for WBD for their local junior schools. Each school is invited to put forward a team of 2 children who then choose what book they’d like to read from a shortlist we provide. Each team reads a different book. During the quiz the children are asked questions on their chosen book, on their local library, on well known authors and famous books. They also answer questions on picture rounds where they must identify a book from it’s less well known cover (older or foreign language editions). There are three rounds, culminating with two teams in the third and final round.

All teams are invited to bring along classmates/cheerleaders/supporters who bring home-made banners and posters.

In many instances the whole class read the book and look at possible questions before the competitors are chosen.

All competitors get a certificate and a goody-bag (full of lots of goodies from publishers, as well as book tokens and stationery), and the winners also get a cup with their names engraved on it which is displayed in their school for a year.

The events always get written up in the local press*.

*press release attached from last year’s quiz.

The Quiz 

For the last 2 years, the finalists (the winning team and the runners up) of each quiz have taken part in our County Book Quiz

This is a larger event and takes place in the theatre in Pyle Life Centre. Each of the four competing schools can bring up to 30 supporters; local press and dignitaries are also invited (the Mayor presents the prizes) and local councillors, teachers and Headteachers have all attended.

For the County Quiz the teams read two books each – a modern book (usually a year or two old at most) and a children’s classic (again, chosen from our shortlist). Each team reads different books.

In the case of a tie we have tie-breaker questions such as “what year was Mary Poppins published?” “how many Oz stories did Frank L.Baum write?” The contestants write their answers on card and then reveal them to the audience and question master.

All four teams take part in the three rounds. The winners are the team with the most points at the end.

All competitors get quiz t-shirts, goody bags, books, tokens and their photo in the local press. The winners also get a shield presented to them by the Mayor.

Supporting Materials

Each year we send the schools a list of books from them to select from – we try to include some books which are part of a series (to encourage a connection after the quiz), and make the reviews as exciting and enticing as possible, so that even if they don’t choose the book for the quiz, they may want to read it personally anyway.

We create leaflets* for all the supporters (aimed at the children, but relevant for teachers too) listing our services and ways we can help them.

We give the question cards to the schools after the quiz so they can run their own quiz with others who may have read the book.

We encourage the children to search the internet for information on the author of their chosen book, and to create reviews of their chosen book once they finish it and post them on our website.

*attached.

Partnerships

All schools that take part in all quizzes are invited to have closer working links with their local library.

Through storytimes for the younger children, to library classes, tutorials and Chatterbooks for the older children

All children are invited for a tour to learn more about their local library (and possibly pick up some quiz clues!)

We also invite the children who’ve read the books to add reviews to our website.

We liaise with local businesses for sponsorship of the event.

We contact publishers to let them know when one of their books has been chosen and to see if there are any prizes they could supply for that school’s goody-bag.

Resources

Staff time

Each book takes several hours to read and draw questions from. A different member of staff then compiles the questions for each round and prints them onto the question cards.

Letters, emails and phonecalls are all used to ensure all schools, teachers and pupils are kept informed at every point.

On the day of the quiz it takes library staff around an hour to prepare the library for the quiz – chairs, displays, posters, leaflets, balloons, refreshments etc 

Three members of staff invigilate the quiz – a question master and two scorers.

Budget

Branch Inter School WBD Quiz

Refreshments

£5

Book Tokens


£30   (winning team 2x£10; runners up 2x£5)
Prizes



£25   (not including gifts donated by sponsors and publishers)

Books*


£72

TOTAL


£132


*We buy in extra copies (if needed) of the 12 books on the shortlist. We have at least one copy of each book in stock and there needs to be 3 for the quiz (2 for the school, 1 for the question-setter). We may need 12 extra copies (on average) which would be approx 12x£6 = £72

County Book Quiz

Refreshments

£10    

Book Tokens


£50   (winning team 2x£10; competitors 6x£5)

Prizes



£40   (not including gifts donated by sponsors and publishers)

Decorations


£15

T-shirts


£40   (8x£5)


TOTAL


£155

The Inter School WBD Quiz is (as it’s name suggests!), part of our celebrations of World Book Day, so £132 is excellent value for money in terms of all the new people who are introduced to our library and in creating new links with schools and children. The County Quiz costs are split between the two branches and the central children’s budget. More branches plan to be involved this year and so the costs for each branch will come down.

Equipment

Both branches who take part are closed on a Wednesday afternoon so the quiz does not affect the running of the library. Any transport of display equipment or chairs is done as part of our van driver’s normal rota.

Location

The local branch is the obvious place for the local quizzes, but we wanted something on a larger scale for the County Quiz. The theatre in Pyle Life Centre is perfect as the schools are able to bring a lot of support, we can invite dignitaries and press, and we have a lot of room for displays and promotions.

Support

We have between 60 and 80 people attending the branch quizzes. As we have more room in the Theatre we have upwards of 160 spectators, and hope to have more as the number of branches and schools taking part each year increases.

We get the dates of the quizzes out to the schools early each January, as on the few occasions a school hasn’t been able to attend (due to a prior booking) the teachers and children have been very disappointed.

Evaluation

We speak to all of the participating schools after each quiz to find out how they felt the quiz ran – length of quiz, depth of questions, format of quiz, chosen books, contents of goody-bags etc. Any issues or ideas for improvement are looked into and considered.  This is how the format changes slightly from year to year as improvements are made. 

We also speak to the children after the event to learn what improvements they’d make if they ran the quiz. Most are fun, if not practical, but all are considered.

These quizzes create an excellent buzz around the libraries, schools and reading. They create good publicity for the participating libraries and schools in the press and with councillors. They get all levels of library and school staff involved in a large, exciting event and are good for morale. And they’re fun to organise, run and take part in.

Attached to this document are photographs of the branch quizzes and the County book quiz. Copies of our leaflets are also attached as well as a press release from this year’s Maesteg quiz. 

