One of the challenges for a modern library service is to attract and keep new users. We need to adapt and constantly reinvent ourselves to ensure our relevance and usefulness within our communities. 

We wanted to work with other groups and agencies to look at new and different ways to use our library space and attract traditional non-users. We had already been in discussion looking at ideas around young local musicians using library space to meet, promote and perform acoustic music, whilst having access to library resources to encourage personal progression. 
After several meetings with arts development workers, local musicians and businesses we came up with the idea of ‘The Secret Garden Party’.

The Bridgend Secret Garden Party was organised by Bridgend Library Service, Bridgend Arts and Community Development in partnership with Bauhaus Coffee Shop. The events took place during evenings of the summer months of June, July and August. A wide range of home-grown talent was on offer, including poets and acoustic musicians.
Aim
To use the town centre library as a platform and focal point for local young people to showcase spoken word and acoustic talent. To attract traditional non-users and to showcase the library as a relevant public space for everyone. 
Local performers were invited to perform a mixture of spoken word and acoustic music at three events held during the summer months. The evenings were hosted by  comperes Mike Church and Jason Camilleri who added to the dynamic of the events
A special garden was created and filled with plants and flowers kindly loaned by local florist  A. J. Guttridge Flowers. This quirky garden was dramatically back-dropped by the classic, Carnegie designed Bridgend Town Library which saw its steps turned into a unique stage for performers. The stage and canopy was set up with lights and sound provided by local business ‘Audiobox’. The evening started at 7pm and went on until 10.30. Lights were used to light up the library creating a dramatic, exciting impression. 

We promoted the event with posters and leaflets distributed throughout Bridgend libraries and Bauhaus coffee shop. We also made use of the local media including press and radio. We also created a Facebook page, inviting artists to provide links to Youtube and promote their acts and to share the page with their friends and supporters. Photos, information and comments have been posted and can be viewed on Facebook by searching ‘Bridgend Secret Garden Party’ are and also attract passers by. These events were organised in partnership with local businesses and organisations. Acoustic musicians were found through local project partnership, particularly, Bridgend’s ‘Battle of the Bands’. Poets and Spoken word artists were recruited from library contacts and writers’ groups. Cardiff artists Mab Jones and Jason Camillerri both donated their time and supported the events at reduced rates and have continued to be supportive of the initiative. 
Throughout the evening a member of staff gathered contact details and feedback. A Facebook Page was created and photos of the three events as well as links to you tube clips of artists have been posted. This can be looked at by searching on Facebook. Facebook was used as a marketing tool to promote the three events. We felt that this was the best way to attract people and also wanted to make people feel that they were part of something special that was happening in Bridgend town centre. The events grew more popular as they happened. There were approx 50 attendees at the first event. This number grew to approx. 150 by the third. We are planning to continue with Secret garden in 2012. This time including a children’s secret Garden to be held earlier in the day.

This unusual event created a relaxed outdoor garden atmosphere and brought something a bit different to the heart of Bridgend. Jamaican food and cocktails were served by staff at Bauhaus coffee shop. 

Feedback from all who attended suggested that everyone thoroughly enjoyed themselves and are looking forward to the next event in this summer’s line up.
“I’ll definitely be coming to the next event”   Dawn Jacob

“Wonderfully eclectic, wish that there was more support for such events.”  Rhian Edwards.

“Good for Bridgend, great to see something out of the norm!”

Glen Hawkins

