‘Reading Is Fun!’ Programme
It was decided that junior non-users would be targeted. Inspired by Michael Rosen’s reading is Fun campaign, Bridgend libraries have taken this tag and used it in our work with young people. 

Thanks to a grant from Basic Skills Cymru in 2010/11 Bridgend Libraries in partnership with the Bridgend basic Skills Management Team organised a programme of events aimed at Boys with reading and literacy needs. We wanted to help boys in Bridgend County Borough acquire the reading habit and to show them that reading can be associated with fun activities that are relevant to their lives. The Basic Skills management Team identified four schools who they felt would benefit from the programme and teachers identified boys from years 5/6. A member of library staff then created and co-ordinated a programme of events. The programme culminated in a penalty-shoot out quiz, based on a concept devised by author Tom Palmer.
Please see attached Boys’ Literacy souvenir programme for more information.

One of the main attractions of the programme was the penalty shoot-out aspect. It was decided that as the programme had been so successful it should run again during 2011/12. This time however we decided to open up the programme to both boys and girls.

Schools were contacted and offered the programme. Four schools were chosen from several who expressed an interest, to keep the programme manageable as only one member of library staff is available for organisation and hosting. Schools enroled on this years programme are; Brackla Primary, Maes yr Haul Primary, Brynmenyn Primary and Oldcastle Primary schools. We have a waiting list of schools who can be involved next year. We had such a good response from teachers last year and feedback this year has so far been positive. We feel that Bridgend Library service has gained a good reputation amongst teachers in the area as a positive, supportive force. 
The programme starts with an ‘active literary quiz’, this was devised by a member of staff to ‘wake children up’ and to encourage enthusiasm. Rather than sitting down and putting their hands up or writing down answers, children are asked a series of questions based on popular children’s books, Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, Harry Potter, Peter Pan and A Series of Unfortunate Events. Children are asked a question but told to keep the answer in their head until after performing a series of exercises including star jumps, running on the spot etc. These exercises might last 30 seconds or a couple of minutes. After they have performed the exercises children are told to sit down remember the answer and put their hand up. The first correct answer is invited to ‘pick a prize’ from a lucky dip. Prizes were pencil sharpeners, erasers etc. 
The idea behind the quiz is to make children realise how much they already know about junior fiction, if they haven’t read or had read the story to them they have probably seen the film. This give’s children a confidence in their own literary knowledge and hopefully will encourage them to pick up and read the books on offer throughout the programme. Also one of the main aims of the programme is to convince children that reading is fun!!
Please see attached programme of events for more information.
A specially created leaflet was given out to children to help them discover that reading is fun. 

This year the programme will culminate in an exhibition of work collated by the children that will tour around the borough under the tag ‘Reading is Fun!’ This will include book reviews, illustrations and quotes about their experiences, what they liked and what they didn’t,  that they completed throughout the programme. There will be a celebratory inter-school Penalty Shoot-Out quiz as last year. This year however we have managed to secure the presence of author Tom Palmer to speak and participate in the shoot-out. 

This will be the second Penalty Shoot-Out quiz. The Shoot Out is held in the theatre of Pyle Life Centre. There is capacity for 300 spectators. As with last year teachers from Bridgend schools, parents/carers, supporters and dignitaries are invited to ensure maximum exposure. Teacher’s who attended last year expressed an interest in this years programme.  
Children are asked to read books from a specially selected collection. There are four identical collections distributed to each of the groups from participating schools. Children are asked to read the books but told if they are not enjoying them to choose another or to research another subject related to the quiz rounds.
Please see attached Quiz Guidelines
The idea is that children will be distracted by the quiz and the penalty shoot-out and ‘tricked’ into reading the books to ensure they have the best questions and therefore reduce their competitors chances of winning the ‘Shoot-Out’ trophy. A trophy is  awarded to the winning school and presented by the Mayor. A photographer is on hand to capture the event and a press release is written and sent out to local media.
