Blaenau Gwent Libraries

Improving Boys’ Literacy Project – Diary of a Wimpy Kid
The Project
The project arose from an initial proposal to promote the cinema at Brynmawr by involving the library service in a project to get children to read the book of the film prior to a showing of the film.  This idea was developed and the LEA Advisor for Learning and Teaching – Literacy was asked to join the project.  It was agreed that this project would benefit boys in particular. The Advisor identified schools who would welcome some support to improve boys’ literacy and they were contacted to identify 5 or 6 boys who would benefit from the project.  It was agreed to use the popular book ‘Diary of a Wimpy Kid’ and tie in the project to the film of the same name. The project took place during the Libraries Festival fortnight in November 2011.
There were 3 main elements to the project

· A library visit 3 weeks prior to the project to meet the Library Children’s Officer who gave out information about the project. All the boys taking part were enrolled as library members and each borrowed a copy of the book to read

· A visit to the cinema at Brynmawr for a behind the scenes tour and a showing of the film

· A follow up day working with a scriptwriter to produce a short piece of work based on the film. During this day with Dan Anthony, they talked about books and reading, read aloud to the group and produced a short script based on the film they had seen.
26 year 5 and 6 boys, from 6 primary schools took part in this project. 

Objectives

· To engage the group of boys in reading for pleasure
· To encourage library membership, and promote library services
· To work with partners to raise literacy levels.

Feedback

The boys were accompanied by teachers who gave extensive feedback on the project.

Feedback from Teachers
“It was wonderful to see BOYS volunteer to answer questions and/or read out loud.  This is something they very rarely do in front of their classmates – ‘It’s not cool!’  It really touched me!!!
“I was amazed to see children who would not normally volunteer during speaking and listening sessions happily and willingly discuss the story and the film.  The literacy session helped improve the children’s self esteem and encourage their motivation to want to read!”

“The event has encouraged me to join the library and take my children along.  I was impressed by the range of resources available.  Well thought out event that has encouraged children to join the library, read and enjoy books – engaged them in a discussion about the book.  It was wonderful today to see a room full of boys eager to read from the book to an audience and enjoy it!  Event also gave children the opportunity to meet children from other schools.”

“The event greatly encouraged the boys to read more; I’ve never seen them so keen to finish a book!  With their shiny new library cards I’m sure they’ll be up to their eyeballs in fiction very soon.”

“Overall it is clear that this short course has been very beneficial for the boys some of which had never read a book of their own accord.  Now however I am pestered to go to the library and recommend good books for them to read….Library cards was also a good scheme within the course, the receiving of the cards was very enthusiastic…..”

Feedback from Participants

The boys were equally enthusiastic about the experience in their comments and evaluation of the project and we have already been asked for ‘Diary of a Wimpy Kid 2’

“I want to do more! And it’s fun”

“I would love to come again, it made me more confident”

“I thought the event was fun and now I have considered doing something like this again.”

“Awesomeness”

“I liked the bit when we said about our stories.  I enjoyed every bit it made me want to write more.  Dan was really funny”

“I was really excited to find out that I had been invited to a library and Donna giving me a library card and to watch a film and take a tour of an old cinema…”

The Future
This project can be repeated and further developed and be delivered to groups of children across Blaenau Gwent. The choice of book and film is very important – this project worked because the book and the film appealed to the boys and was a good starting point to inspire them to want to read and discover more books. We cannot state that this project alone has improved literacy skills but the feedback makes it quite clear that it has awakened an interest in books and reading.  It is hoped that teachers will follow up on this project and help to continue to inspire the boys to read by encouraging them to use libraries and by helping them to seek out books that interest them.   
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